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Dear Colleagues,

The Professional Development Committee of the Pennsylvania Association for College Admission Counseling (PACAC) invites you and your colleagues to a series of professional workshops to be held at Villanova University on Tuesday, April 27th.  These workshops coincide with the Main Line Fair scheduled for that evening and are available to you at no charge.  Dinner will be provided at a cost of $20 per person at 5:00 pm, immediately following the workshops.  This is a wonderful opportunity for college admission and secondary school counselors to interact on a more informal basis prior to the Fair.  

Session I

2:00 pm - 3:15 pm
A.  The Common Application Up Close

Come share your thoughts and direct your questions to the Common App experts.  This session will allow for a discussion and an exchange of ideas regarding the issues and concerns faced by school counselors and students.  Hear what’s new and what you can expect for the 2010 application season.

Presenters: Stephanie Balmer, Board of Directors, The Common Application, Vice President for Enrollment and 
       Communications and Dean of Admissions, Dickinson College, PA                                  

       Katy Lemon, Director of Member Services for the Common Application
B. Extra Essay Read All About It!       
What is the purpose of all the “extra” essays that need to be written?  Wonder how the supplemental essays are used in the admissions process at highly selective schools?  This session will provide insight into what the expectations are from student responses and how much value is given to these essays in the admissions decision.

Presenter:  Jim Bock, Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid, Swarthmore College, PA
C)  Your Kid is Going WHERE? 

The college search process should be a joyful and educational one, not a high stakes game which marginalizes the goal of finding a good fit between student and college.  Why does this happen and what can schools do to keep the focus on the student –not the rankings and ratings? Strategize ways to bend popular culture and keep parents and students focused on what’s important through the use of self-assessment, The National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE), and other resources.

Presenters:  Martha "Marty" O'Connell, Executive Director, Colleges That Change Lives

                      Susan Tree, Director of College Counseling, Westtown School, PA

D.  Navigating a Successful Transition for Students with Disabilities: Examining How Colleges Determine and Provide Reasonable Accommodations Differently from High Schools                     

This session will explore the changes that impact students with disabilities as they transition from high school to post-secondary education.  Recommendations for facilitating a smooth transition including accommodations and services will be provided.

Presenter:  Susan Shapiro, Ph.D., Learning Disabilities Coordinator, Office of Student Disabilities Services, 

                    University of Pennsylvania, PA

Session II
3:30 pm - 4:45 pm
A.  College Access?
What are you hearing about greater access to post-secondary opportunities for your students?   What is happening at the federal and state level and how does this have the potential to impact the students you work with?
This forum will highlight current issues and policy priorities.   Come hear the news on:

· Pathways to College Act

· New PELL amounts and changes in the program

· Update on educational policy changes in PA

Presenter:  Craig Dodson, Director of Public Advocacy, Pennsylvania Association for College Admission Counseling, Associate Director of Admission, LaSalle University, PA

B.  Counseling Tips & Tricks 2.0
Come learn about wikis and e-lists and blogs (oh, my!) – along with a myriad other resources on the World Wide Web, in print and in your collective heads that can be used to assist students.  This workshop will present a substantial amount of information but not in an unfiltered way – think of it as the in-service equivalent of an annotated bibliography.  We want you to know so much about how to know so much about college admissions that you can transcend merely being useful and becoming meaningful to your students.
Presenters:  Shelley Krause, Co-Director of College Counseling, Rutgers Preparatory School, NJ
                     Shelley tweets as @butwait, coordinates College Lists Wiki, and blogs at Relax, No,really.

                     Cigus Vanni, School Counselor, Cherry Hill High School West, NJ, NACAC, member of the                  

                     Professional Development Committee and co-chair of the Atlantic City National College Fair

C.  Navigating the Application Process…Valuable Tips from the Admissions Committee

The college admissions application, in many ways, is the one and only shot for students to show a college or university admissions committee that they are a good match for their school.  With so many components to today’s college application process, how can students be sure that they are putting together the most informative and thoughtful application packet?  Come hear from this panel of admission professionals about helping students navigate the application process to showcase their academic qualifications, extracurricular involvements and interest in the schools to which they are applying.  Topics will include: how to write a great essay and resume; how many and which letters of recommendation they should submit; how to show their interest in the colleges and whether they should declare an intended major or apply undecided.  The workshop is guaranteed to be fun, informative, and interactive and provide you with valuable insider tips to use in your college planning presentations for students and parents.

Presenters:  Joe DiCarlo, Senior Assistant Director of Admission, Northeastern University, MA

                     Mark Priolo, Senior Associate Director of Admission, University of San Francisco, CA

                     Amy Cembor, Associate Director of Admission, Wheaton College, MA

Don’t forget PACAC is an ACT 48 accredited provider and counselors attending will earn 2 ½ hours of credit!
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Lauren Lang at (610)436-6952 or llang@wcupa.edu.  We look forward to welcoming you to this PACAC professional development event.
Sincerely,
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Lauren Lang
Chair, Main Line Professional Development Workshops Committee
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Sarah Lasoff

Main Line Professional Development Workshops Committee
Registration Information

PACAC Professional Development Workshops

April 27, 2010

Registration:

To register, please access the following website: https://www.regonline.com/main_line_workshops_2010

You will receive an email confirming your attendance upon registration.

Dinner:

If you will be attending dinner, the $20 fee can be paid via credit card (by submitting your information on the registration website) or by check.  If paying by check (payable to PACAC), please submit your payment to the following address no later than Friday, April 23:

PACAC 

P.O. Box 1627

Monroeville, PA 15146

Additional Information and Directions:

Registration will be held in Bartley Hall. 

For directions and a campus map, please access www.villanova.edu.

Parking is located on the corners of Lancaster Avenue (Rte. 30) and S. Ithan Ave.
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